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S. DROBOT Equality in (1') is for irrational a impossible in view of a/by¿pn/qn assumed. For rational a excluding equality in (1') requires, strangely enough, additional argument which may run as follows. Substitute into (1') with equality presumed P _ Pn-tfn + pn-2 Q Cn-lfn + Çn-2 with rational rn, and Q^qn, to get
where an is the »th partial quotient in the continued fraction expansion of a. The last equality shows that r" is an integer, thus, by
Euclid's algorithm, rn = an whence a/b = P/Q = pn/qn contrary to assumption.
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